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P.N.E.U. conference. 


Condensed report of Mrs. Franklin’s speech on 

THE RESULT OF THE YEAR’S WORK 
JN THE P.N.E.U., AND I HE l l TURE OUTLOOK. 

Mrs. Franklin said that she felt sorry that Miss Mason 
should have hurried over her own paper to give her more 
time though she was proud to think that she had much to 
say on the result of the year’s work in the P.N.E.U. She 
was quite sure that everyone who had spoken before her 
felt their subject too big for the time allotted to it, and she 
certainly felt that of her own. She wished to assure her 
audience that the Parents’ National Educational Union i s 
still at work and stirring, of which practical proof would 
be found in the Report. In it would be found a notice of 
last year’s Conference, which all who attended felt was 
an inspiration and a help in grasping what the P.N.E.U. 
really is and exists for. In fact, there seemed no other 
way of getting a true and thorough idea of the principles 
of the Union. Also all would see that the Union was 
growing, though quietly, as proved by the fact that seven 
new branches had been started, and many were in the act 
of being formed. 

Mrs. franklin then urged on all members of branches the 
desirability of taking in the Parents' Review , because without 
it they were not members of the Union as a whole but only 
of their own particular branch. As a matter of fact the 
number of members is over 2,500, the circulation of the 
mai/s Review 2,000, and yet many people who are not 

members of the Union take in the Review which speaks 
for itself. ’ v 

Mrs. J ranklin referred with gratitude to the many lecturers 
L ' r 1 1 A w ^° have helped the cause by giving lectures. 

* S *\ she said > were no “ faddists ” or people wishing to 
snpriaiw° r t0 PUS ^ a certa ’ n line of thought, but recognised 
of the PNC ® ager ’ as educationalists to speak to branches 
the p nctt ; And Wh >' ? Because i" the members of 
men anrl / 1 ey reco &ni s ed earnest-minded, thoughtful 

what is said^uTwho f Tu perhaps a,wa y s a S ree wilh 

of opinion in * fee that the y benefit by their difference 
a^ingto fr jrmu late their reasons for holding it- 
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They come to meetings not merely to criticise or pass 
a pleasant afternoon, but ready to take what is good, 
impartially and gratefully. If only we look at the list of 
the lecturers who have spoken for it during the year, we 
must acknowledge that the P.N.E.U. is not to be laughed 
at, scoffed at, or set aside, but is a living power presenting 
living truths to the world. 


The Natural History Club is active in encouraging that 
true love of nature which can only be gained by children in 
such rambles as are organized under its auspices. 

Reading Circles are also more general in branches. 

The Talks at Mothers’ Meetings have also spread and this 
is an excellent means of carrying out our principles of 
helping parents of all classes. 

Internal Grozvth is a very wide subject, and yet we must 
all feel earnestly that there is not only growth in organization, 
which is so easily put forward that what lies deeper is 
often lost sight of, but that the Union is growing in thought. 
Each year I notice that certain ideas seem to have taken 
hold of the minds of our lecturers and been treated of by 
them independently, which is an example of how an idea 
grows, as we so often hear in our lectures. 

Last year Authority and Docility were to the fore at our 
lectures and meetings; this year The desirability for greater 
leisure for our children , — Signs of overpressure , Over- 
strain , and The desirability of Masterly inactivity , have 
been largely discussed. 

Mrs. Franklin maintained that she had special advantages 
in being able to speak of the work of the P.N.E.U. as the 
mother of young children, and as having visited very many 


of the branches during the past year. 

Mrs. Franklin said that she herself was prompted by 

feelings of gratitude for the help given her as a mother by 

the P.N.E.U. and by enthusiasm for the work to which she 

gave so much of her time, and could fully sympathise wit 

those parents who, like herself, had only heard of it when 

their children were no longer infants. She cou a so 

irritated by those parents who, when told of its uor , s y 

that their children are too young and that they wi wai anc 

begin their education when they are five or six, t us s 

1 r>f education. 
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,, -j Mrs. Franklin, took the optimistic view 

f M W fhe S °P N E-U. is doing, and had Spoken ho P eful ly of 
?, TF T Phildren But did the members carry out in their 
P.N.E.U. teac hing of the Union r 1 his, Mrs. Franklin 

thought', V \vas open to a very big query. We all lack plu ck , 
‘JTL There was among us last year a gentleman 
the was starting a school on P.RE.U. Itnes with the help 
f House of Education student. He said that he had never 
lit so depressed as after the Conference, because no one 
seemed to believe so little in the P.N.E.U. as its members. 
,< We want to wait and see,” was the general attitude, an 
attitude which points to want of courage in upholding the 

principles we profess. _ 

We hear much about the formation of habit, but do we 
try to work it out and cure a bad habit as we would a child’s 
complaint? We feel that it will take so much time. “It 
is a counsel of perfection,” &c., and yet I have never come across 
a mother, said Mrs. Franklin, though they may exist, who 
could not spare the time to nurse her child through the 
measles, though how many of us grudge the time that must 
be given to the cure of a bad habit, whilst professing to 
believe that the formation of habits is a chief part of 
education. Again, we have had most interesting lectures on 
the necessity for leisure, the perils of overwork, and the 
desirability of leaving some time for ideas to grow and 
become part of the brain, yet let me read you a few words 
here from the Journal of Education , the organ one might 
say of scholasticism : — 

“ On the subject of the relation of teacher and parent, Mr. 
Welldon contributed a paper which we summarize elsewhere. 
Mr. Simmons had something to say of practical interest. He 
would abolish all home-work as it now exists. And in this 
we would heartily agree, were it possible. In its place he 
would put other work, of a totally different character, and 
not entering into the school curriculum. Such work 
might be suggested by the teacher and carried out by the 
parent. Excellent! but, alas ! Utopian. Where the children 
well employed at home in interesting and congenial 
p sui ts, encouraged and helped by parents, home-work may 
° , S „, ly , abando " ed - Nor do we believe the progess in 
\orc would be retarded. Rather it would be quickened. 
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But, when it is a choice of getting into mischief and home- 
work, then we must, perforce, choose the latter. When we 
have studied the child thoroughly, and have thoroughly cor- 
related his school subjects, then we may extend the system of 
correlation to home-pursuits, and, by that time, no doubt, a 
race of parents will exist who understand their duties, and 
can justify their action by arguments based on the science of 
education. Utopia is hovering near, but it yet eludes our 
grasp.” 

What is the I .N.E.U. doing that this Utopia is not nearer 
at hand ? Or does such a remark only apply to those outside 
the magic circle ? I fear not. 

Parents listen with interest to the advice on letting their 
children have more leisure, yet they fill up the child’s every 
spare moment with subjects which they feel are desirable and 
necessary, but which should not encroach on their leisure, 
but should be part of their school curriculum. A public 
opinion of parents could soon make this more general, if 
they were more in earnest. 

A mother regularly attending the P.N.E.U. lectures, 
whose child, happily for her, was willing to take that morning 
rest which is so beneficial to young children, herself told 
Mrs. Franklin that as her child was five, she must begin her 
education and give up the morning rest, as that hour was the 
only one available for her French lesson ! 

Many children are at their lessons from morning to night, 
because their parents are anxious to see immediate results ol 
their work ; schools are chosen because of the scholarships 
gained by their pupils, and many people have come to regard 
a child’s mind, as Canon Wllberforce said the other day, 
“ as a portmanteau to be packed, or a turkey to be stuffed, 
and not as human beings, who need living ideas to grow and 
develop on.” 

Again, we often hear that children should be left in the 
nursery as long as possible. But do not many mothers sen 
their children to the Kindergarten even at three years of age, 
because they want to get rid of them r 1 hey certainly derive 
many advantages from the Kindergarten, but these might 

safely be deferred. . . vr 

“ But, if I accuse mothers of want of pluck, continue 
Franklin,” this cannot be laid at my own door, for I am going 
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to speak out boldly against one of the heroines of the age 
who holds classes not far from here I consider her ,eachi„ g 
excellent but it makes me miserable to see children of two, 
,Le and four, dressed up in their very best, bearing the 
strain of such dancing lessons, in hot, crowded rooms, their 
little faces growing paler and paler when nature cries f or 
fresh air and freedom. Then, too, I feel it cannot be well f or 
the nurses to hear the children spoken to and treated, with 
the sanction of the parents, in a manner which we can 
hardly recognize as the nursery atmosphere P.N.E.U. parents 
would desire. I do not know if it is much use speaking of this 
here to people who by their presence show that they are 
earnestly trying to do their best for their children, and even 
though all our members are not equally in earnest, I feel sure 
that the Union is doing a really great work, which makes 
it impossible for those who think at all to be any longer 
dilettante parents. A very cheering proof of the earnestness 
of parents is the fact that a body of these, living in London, 
have been moved by their wish for certain reforms to start 
a school where at least some of the thoughts and principles 
of the Union may be carried out into practice.” 

The papers read at the Conference will be continued in 
the August number of the Parents Review. 


OUR WORK 

Business Letters re Parents' Review School, Mothers' Educationa 
Course and House of Education cannot be answered between August ist 
and September 15th, during which time the House of Education will be 
closed. 

House of Education . We have had pleasant visitors this month in 
Mrs. Franklin and Mrs. Winkvvorth. I he latter lady is well-known as a 
supporter of Newnham College. Mrs. Winkworth has kindly presented 
us with a liberal gift of books for our library. 

Students wishing to enter in January next should apply for a form of 
entry as soon as possible. 

Examiner’s Report of “Parents’ Review” School, Easter, 1898. 

“ The papers are on the whole very satisfactory, and show some improve- 
ment. I he most pleasing feature and the most marked is the very small 
proportion of bad and even indifferent papers, all subjects alike attaining 
generally a satisfactory standard of proficiency, and no subject appears 
to call for special comment except the English Grammar and Arithmetic 
of Class III. 

“ In the Analysis of Sentences the pupils who fail to answer correctly 
almost invariably err in the use of the ‘ Infinitive ’ and verb ‘ To be.’ 

“ The notation of Decimal Fractions has not been fully grasped, and is 
the sole cause of failure in Arithmetic to many pupils in Class III.” 


Examination papers will be returned upon the receipt of postage. 

The summer examination is optional, and a parents’ report only is 
sent in. The papers will be sent out for Monday, July 11th. 

Mothers' Educational Course. — The Christmas examination showed some 
capital work and the Summer examination papers worked by Mothers 
in society in the middle of the London season, and by Mothers working 
alone in out-of-the-way foreign stations, show the extraordinary power of 
surmounting difficulties, “for the children’s sake, ’ which is, perhaps, 
a characteristic of mothers. 

Darvel Nature-Lore and Handicraft Classes. Summer Course. To be 
held by Miss M. L. Hodgson (House of Education) during August. These 
classes are arranged by Mr. Gavin Morton, and offer an opportunity to 
P.N.E.U. members in Scotland, and to ex students, to study these subjects 
as taught at the House of Education. Prospectuses with subjects and 
terms, &c., to be had on application to Gavin Morton, Esq , The knowe, 

Garvel, Ayrshire, N.B. , 

Notice. — The office will be closed from August 1st to September : 1 5 . 

Natural History Club.— Arrangements have been made for Ou - oor 
Talks to Children, aged eight to sixteen. Tickets 10/ - the course, or 2/- 
the single lecture, can be had from Miss Blogg, 28, Victoria Street, • • . 

and from Mrs. Franklin, 9, Pembridge Gardens, W. Names shou 


